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Term in Definition in English

English

Administrative boundaries - fixed outer boundaries of
human settlement territory which demarcates it from
other settlements. It is agreed by respective local
authority. According to the Law of the Republic of
Belarus "On administrative - territorial division and the
order of administrative - territorial arrangement of the
Republic of Belarus" (1998) delineation and change of
administrative boundaries for the capital city, cities of
regional submission is introduced by the Council of
Ministers and respective Local Council to the
President of Belarus who takes a final decision .
Regional Councils can determinate and change
administrative boundaries for the cities of district (raion)
submission and urban settlements.

Boundaries of
cities and
towns/
administrative
boundary

Spatial accessibility is determined by metric and time
indicators when moving on foot or by transport means.
Accessibility of "places of attraction" is a time that
population has to spent or a distance to get over from
the places of location (residence, enterprise) to the
"place of attraction" which is a needed point for the
population to get a job, service, amenities, cultural,
transport and social infrastructure.

Accessibility
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Term in
English

Adoption of a
plan

Agglomeration/
conurbation/
metropolitan
area

Agricultural
areas/ zone

Aims of spatial/
detail planning

COMMIN Beélarusian Glossary

Definition in English

An adoption of a plan is a process when forming the
common opinion (consensus) among developers of
planning documentation, authorities, and other
stakeholders implicated in the process of plan
consideration. The list of the state bodies to be
engaged in examination for particular types of planning
projects is defined by the legislation. Enumeration of
other organizations to be involved obligatory in co-
ordination is defined by the "assignment for designing" -
official paper issued by local authority, where the main
planning, architectural, normative and technical
requirements are introduced. The summarized protocol
of motivated disagreements are worked out after
receiving all necessary adjustment.

An agglomeration is an extended city or town area
comprising the built-up area of a central place (usually
a municipality) and any suburbs or adjacent satellite
towns. The term "agglomeration" is distinct from a
"Conurbation”, which is a more specific term for urban
clusters where the built-up zones of influence of distinct
cities or towns are connected by continuous built-up
development. Each city or town in a conurbation may
nevertheless continue to act as an independent focus
for a substantial part of the area. A metropolitan area is
an extended agglomeration or conurbation that also
includes peripheral areas not themselves necessarily
urban in character but closely bound to the urban area
by employment or commerce.

Territories where the lands for agricultural activity
prevails. They predominantly are used for
manufacturing and processing of agricultural
production.

Aims of spatial planning are binding stipulations
governing the development, spatial structure and
“securing” of the territory. Overall aims of spatial
planning in Belarus are: to provide sustainable
development of human settlements and territories; to
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Term in
English

Appeal(s)

Approval of
territorial
planning
documents/
spatial plan or
its alteration
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Definition in English

promote economic development of human settlements
and territories with high competitive potential; to initiate
active supportive actions to improve economic
development of human settlements and territories with
low competitive potential. The aim of detail planning is
to prepare and organize the use of plots within the
municipal territory for development, building and for
other purposes in accordance with the guidance
provided by the building regulations and to be in line
with functional development of the human settlement.

The process whereby a planning applicant can
challenge an adverse decision, including a refusal of
permission. Appeals can also be made against the
failure of the planning authority to issue a decision,
against conditions attached to permission, and against
the issue of an enforcement notice. In Belarus state
bodies, organizations, legal entities and persons
involved in architectural, planning and construction
activity can appeal a decision of the state expertise
body on architectural, urban planning and building
projects in administrative order or in a court. It is
possible to make an appeal to the superior body
(bodies) or to a court against a decision of the state
building inspection to refuse issuing a permission on
construction works.

Approval of a spatial plan is the final stage in the
process its elaboration. It is to be done according to the
procedure specified in the "Order on approval of
planning documents". Alteration of the approved earlier
plan or project can be made under the decision of the
body which has endorsed the document. Justification
for alteration is to be submitted by the local
architectural-planning body co-jointly with project/ plan
developer.
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Term in
English

Definition in English

Area of special
architectural
value/ for
special use or
protection/ to be
reserved for

Territories of high architectural value and cultural
wealth where architectural and urban planning heritage,
important historical landscapes exist .They are
considered as protected areas where special
requirements for territory use are set.

specifically

defined

purposes

Biodiversity/ The variety of life and its processes; it includes the

biological variety of living organisms, the genetic differences

diversity among them, the communities and ecosystems in
which they occur, and the ecological and evolutionary
processes that keep them functioning, yet ever
changing and adapting.

Biosphere A biosphere reserve is a large area of countryside

reserve which has ecological, scientific, aesthetic, cultural and

historical value. Special rules for protection and usage
are set by the Law of the Republic of Belarus "On
specially protected natural areas and objects" (1994).
Any activity which is divergent to the protective purpose
is prohibited on these areas. They form part of a global
network of similarly protected territories. The idea of
this type of designation is to preserve the natural ability
of the protected eco-systems to develop, and to
promote research into nature protection. These sites
participate in the international system of environmental
monitoring. They are zoned according to the intensity of
human intrusion: the “core zone” is the subject of
particularly stringent protection; the “buffer zone” serves
to protect the core zone from harmful impacts; the
“transition zone” contains areas given over to traditional
agricultural usage, trial areas for experimental research
and areas for regeneration. Since 1976 these reserves
have been recognised under the UNESCO program on
“Man and the Biosphere”. In Belarus there is
Berezinsky biosphere reserve.
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Term in
English

Boundaries of
protected
landscape’s
zones

Boundaries of
sanitary

protective zones

Boundaries of
special
historical and
cultural
territories

Boundary of
development

Building and
planning act/
process/
Construction
activity/ works;
Building Act
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Definition in English

Boundaries of the territory where components of
valuable natural landscape (relief, waterways, forest,
etc.) remain. There are restrictions for economic activity
and prohibition for construction of permanent structures
and buildings within the boundaries of the protected
landscape zones.

Boundaries of the green territory between build-up area
and of the industrial feature. The limitations for activity
are stipulated by the by-laws. Usually sanitary
protective zone (e.g. greenery) separates residential
built-up from industrial area, transport and engineering
infrastructure objects and communications. The special
order of sanitary protection from unfavorable influence
is set within the boundaries of the zone. Allocation of
municipal engineering infrastructure objects is permitted
only in accordance with sanitary norms and regulations.

Boundaries of the territory where there are ensembles
and complexes of historical and cultural heritage which
have great historical, cultural, spiritual and scientific
value. Protection is to be done according to the order
developed for each particular object.

A relative line, bounding the territory where construction
works are permitted.

The Law of the Republic of Belarus " On Architectural,
Urban Planning and Building Activity in the Republic of
Belarus" (2005) governs spatial planning and building
activity. It specifies rights and responsibilities and
regulates relations among the state bodies, population
and legal entities in these spheres. The law consists of
14 chapters. In regard of construction activity the law
defines types of permitting documentation for planning
and construction , procedure of the state expertise,
supervision in construction, rights and commitments of
owners and users of the construction object. The law
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Term in
English

Building area

Building
contractor;
(responsible)
contractor

Building
development
plan/ plot

Building line

Building lot/ site

Building
permission
documentation
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Definition in English

specifies procedurebl of demolition and dismantling of
buildings and structures, let-up and conservation of
construction.

A building area is the total square footage of a plot of
land that is allowed by the regulations to be covered by
buildings and other physical improvements.

A person or a legal entity which has a license to carry
out construction work and completed building contract
with customer/ developer.

Planning documentation specifies architectural and
spatial features of build up, plots of land usage,
parameters for objects of transport and engineering
infrastructures, requirements on greenery and territories
accomplishment.

A line fixed at a certain distance from the front and/ or
sides of a lot, beyond which the building may not
project. The building line determinates configuration of
open and build up areas. It regulates building
placement on affected lots to allow for potential long-
term street widening or, in some cases, preservation of
open spaces. It can be coincided with the red line or
deviated from it or from the boundaries of the plot.

A plot of land with fixed boundaries claimed according
to the set order for the project development. It is
considered a permanent allocation of the construction
object, as well as construction services for carrying out
relevant works. Building lot status just confirms that it is
eligible for potential development.

Building permission documentation includes: local
authority's decision on conformity of the place of
allocation for construction structure; building
permission; approved architectural-planning
assignment; positive conclusion of the state
supervision; technical requirements towards technical-
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Term in
English

Definition in English

engineering provision for the object. Building
permission documentation is issued free of charge by
local authority within 1 month since the day when the
petition was submitted by the customer/ developer.

Building regulations (norms) are a set of rules that fixes
order, procedures and standards towards the minimum
acceptable level of safety for construction and operation
of constructed objects (buildings and non-building
structures). The main purpose of building regulations
(norms) is to protect public health, safety and general
welfare as they relate to the construction and
occupancy of buildings and structures. They specify
commitments, rights and responsibilities of all actors
engaged in the process of planning and construction. In
Belarus it is still used building regulations elaborated
during Soviet Union period, however, step-by- step new
building regulations are displacing by local ones. New
Building norms regulate, for example, overhauling,
reconstruction and restoration of dwellings, public
buildings and constructions, etc.

Building
regulations/
building control
law/ building
provision

A permission enabling the right to use a plot of land
within the territory of the human settlement for
construction or for carrying out other construction
changes towards real estate. Building right includes a
set of documents verifying a right of the owner, tenant,
holder or user of a real estate to conduct certain works
related to construction within the borders of the
particular site. It can include the following activity:
construction, re-construction, renovation, capital repair,
maintenance, facades painting, inside space changes,
re-equipment, territory accomplishment, etc.

Building right,
permitted
building volume
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Term in Definition in English

English

Building/ A permission enabling the right to implement

construction construction works on the territory of a certain human

permission/ settlement according to the legislation, state building

permit regulations and standards. Building permission certifies
conformity of architecture and construction design to
the site development restrictive plan and grants the
right for construction/modification works. Building
permission must be acquired before activities such as
construction, alteration, or expansion of buildings or
improvements on the land may legally commence. It is
given out by the state supervision bodies according to
the appeal submitted by the customer/developer.
Building permission is issued free of charge. The
refusal to issue building permission may be appealed at
the court. Period of validity of the permission is limited
by the timing of construction set by the project. Period
of validity can be prolonged according to the justified
appeal submitted by the customer/developer.

Build-up Measure of urban density which describes the ratio of

intensity/ building development to the area of a defined territory.

density

Built-up area, Inner zone is impartially composed the most important

inner zone part of a city. Usually it is old and more populated

section of a city. It is characterized by the following
features: variety and uniqueness of public functions
and their spatial integration; high intensity of territory
use; compactness; continuity and integrity of territorial
development; identity; broad pattern of composition
solutions, the highest density of social, transport and
engineering infrastructures.

A digital map which contains boundaries of functional
zones, objects of cadastre registrations and their main
characteristics. Some cadastral maps show, as well as
boundaries and ownership details, such details as
Survey District Names, Block Numbers (within each
Survey District), Certificate of Title numbers, positions

Cadastral index
map/ plan/
cadastre plan
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Term in
English

Cadastral
register of
building land

Cadastre/ land
planning
cadastre

Cadastre’s
digital map

City/
administrative
(town) district/
unit; city
planning
district; city
district

City/
agglomeration
belt/ city region

COMMIN Beélarusian Glossary

Definition in English

of existing older structures, government described
runhold section and/or lot numbers and their respective
areas, adjoining and adjacent street names, selected
boundary dimensions and references to prior founding
map.

A compilation of systematized records composed
periodically or in a way of constant monitoring of the
certain object.

Systematic records with information on allocation
(spatial characteristic) and about features ( descriptive
characteristic) of each registered plot of land. Land
planning cadastre is compilation of text documents
(cadastre books, cards, descriptive notes) and
cartographic documents (cadastre plans, schemes,
drawings) meet unified form. There are three types of
land cadastre: financial, legal and multi-functional.

A digital map which contains borders of functional
zones, objects of cadastre registration and their main
characteristics.

In Belarus administrative - territorial units are defined as
territories where local Councils, executive and
administrative bodies are established and act according
to the legislation. Administrative - territorial units are
represented by regions (oblasts), districts (raions), rural
Councils, as well as cities and urban settlements.
Administrative district - a district fixed for administrative
purposes. City district - a district of a town or city, e.g.
administrative boundaries, structured under the
municipal area.

The term city region has been in use since about 1950
by urbanists, economists and urban planners to mean
not just the administrative status. The concept of the
city region can be understood as a functionally inter-
related geographical area comprising a central, or core
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Term in
English

City/ town

City/ town
center/ core
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Definition in English

city, as part of a network of urban centres and rural
hinterlands.

A city is an urban area that is differentiated from a town,
village, or hamlet by size, population density,
importance, or legal status. It is relatively large-scale
human settlement, which offers diversity of socio-
economic functions, has a high density of the
population employed in non-agricultural sector. City is
generally substantial and nearly always have an urban
core. A city usually consists of residential, industrial and
business areas together with administrative functions
which may relate to a wider geographical area. A large
share of a city's area is primarily taken up by housing,
which is then supported by infrastructure such as roads,
streets and often public transport routes such as a rapid
transit system. A town is a residential community of
people ranging from a few hundred to several
thousands, although it may be applied loosely even to
huge metropolitan areas. Generally, a "town" is thought
of as larger than a village but smaller than a "city." In
Belarus, cities are subdivided into the following
categories: small-sized towns (up to 20 thousand inh.),
medium-sized cities (20-50 thousand inh.), big
).cities(100—250 thousand inh.), large cities (250
thousand -1 million inh.), the largest cities (more than 1
million inh.).

The central part of a city with universal pattern of
functions and their high concentration and integration;
characterized by high rate of territory development
including existence of transport and engineering
infrastructures; high rate (up to 50%) of open spaces
for public use (streets, parkways, squares, etc.), high
representativity of build up, etc. The term city centre (or
center city) is similar to central business district or
downtown in that both serve the same purpose for the
city, and both are seen by a higher-than-usual urban
density as well as the often having the tallest buildings
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Term in
English

Comprehensive
planning

Contaminated
sites

Cross-border
cooperation;
eventual cross
boarder co-
operation
between the
region and the
authorities in
neighbour
countries

Cultural
landscape
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Definition in English

in a city. City centre differs from downtown in that
downtown can be geographically located anywhere in a
city, while city centre is located near the geographic
heart of the city.

Comprehensive planning is creating policies along with
goals and objectives, based on statistic data, maps and
other information to guide the economic, physical and
social development of the territory. Comprehensive
planning sets priorities and articulates main directions
for development strategy. It forms settlement structure,
outlines territory usage and stipulates limitations for
territory usage, specifies development of social,
industrial, transport and engineering infrastructures.

Refers in particular to those sites of Belarus on which
the contamination has been inherited from previous
uses, i.e. to disused commercial and industrial sites,
and to larger tracts of polluted land which, by a process
of risk assessment, have been deemed to pose a
concrete hazard either to human health or to the
environment.

Transnational cross-border cooperation on spatial
planning takes place within bilateral or multilateral
convening commissions and joint working groups on
comprehensive spatial planning involving one or more
of Belarus' neighbors. The co-operation concerns joint
preparation of strategies and directions of spatial
development of borderlands, jointly administered areas
or expert consultations, as well as joint development of
projects for Euroregions which are considered as one of
the progressive forms of cross-border cooperation as
for Belarus as well as for other countries of the Baltic
Sea Region.

A cultural landscape (a type of anthropological
landscape) is a landscape area whose characteristics in
terms of overall structure, land use, fauna and flora
species and water and energy reserves have largely
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Term in
English

Demographic/
population
forecast

Density of built
use/ housing,
room density
(living space)

Detailed plan
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Definition in English

been shaped by human activity. The eco-systems it
contains are thus predominantly anthropogenic. The
term today includes all of the landscapes close to
densely populated areas. These contrast with natural
(or at least nearly-natural) landscapes.

Population forecast is the evaluation of the general
population and its structure. It also includes estimation
of labor resources, characteristic of reproduction of the
population and its employable part.

The main purpose of making stipulations on the density
of built use is to determine the density of development
and the construction height of physical structures, and
the proportion of a development site which may be built
on. The density of built use can be determined by
including stipulations on the site occupancy index and
the proportion of the ground area to be covered by
physical structures (built surface area); the floor-space
index, or the actual floor space, the cubic index, or the
cubic capacity permitted for a physical structure; the
number of storeys proper; the height of construction.

A legal document assigns character of use and
boundaries of territory and its segments according to
function defined. Detailed plan, basing on the approved
master plan, specifies decisions on territory
arrangement and sets red lines and building line ;
urban planning orders, etc. Detailed plan is developed
for the part of the city, urban or rural settlement; for
housing, manufacturing, landscape-recreation and
other functional zones and territories. The aim of
detailed plan is regularization of investment process on
the territory in terms of requirements prescribed
towards territory usage and subsequent development.
It is elaborated for areas where it is expected fulfillment
of big investment projects (for example, new housing
construction) or for developing areas where local
authorities are interested in strict control (for example,
inner city, historical areas).
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Term in
English

Definition in English

Detailed
planning

A planning at the local level. It is developed for build-up
or undeveloped territories and its particular parts
(residential areas, mycroraions, other elements of
planning structure)

Development
activation
strategy

Development activation strategy is based on the most
effective use of local resources, stimulation of initiatives
and investments, partnership.

Development
project(s)

A document setting out policies and proposals towards
the development of human settlement or territory with
definition of terms of realization, financial resources
and actors involved. It may involve improvements in
infrastructure, educational facilities, discovery or
development of natural resources, etc.

Development
regulation
strategy

The strategy involves the measures to regulate
development of urban settlements, that are nearby
contaminated territories after Chernobyl catastrophe . It
implies limitation of industrial development,
transformation of existing production towards
effectiveness, ecologically friendliness and
competitiveness; social infrastructure improvement
(medical and sanitary control); search for compact and
"clean” but inefficiently used areas for subsequent
development.

Development
stimulation
strategy

The strategy involves the measures to stimulate
development of settlements - ‘points of growth'. The
strategy proposes fulfilment of comprehensive state
investment projects, structural reformation of industry
and its orientation to the external market; service and
infrastructure development improvement up to
international level.

COMMIN.org
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Term in
English

Development
strategy

Easement(s)

Environmental
and natural
resources
protection
zones/ areas/
belts

Environmental
audit/
monitoring
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Definition in English

A document where goals of development are specified,
ways to achieve these goals are justified, variants to
estimate disposable resources to achieve the goals
by chosen ways are introduced and potential of the
system (state, city, enterprise) is defined. Realization
of such a document allows to reach success in the
certain economic and political conditions.

An easement is the right of use over the real property of
another. The right is often described as the right to use
the land of another for a special purpose. Unlike a
lease, an easement does not give the holder a right of
"possession"” of the property, only a right of use. It is
distinguished from a license that only gives one a
personal privilege to do something on the land of
another.

Natural and recreational zones are territories dominated
by natural landscapes where biological and landscape
diversity conservation is mainly implemented. These
territories are also used for natural protection, scientific,
educational and recreational purposes (mass
recreation, tourism, sanatorium therapy). The special
nature protected order of territory usage is set for these
zones.

Environmental Monitoring — means the long-term
repeated measurement of selected properties or
characteristics of the environment and of the activities
believed to be responsible for changes in the
environment. Monitoring may be carried out on a very
broad, even global scale or on a restricted, local scale.
For the purposes of providing the cooperation of
systems of observation over the state of the
environment, estimation and prediction of changes of
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Term in
English

Environmental
impact
assessment -
EIA
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Definition in English

state of environment under the influence of natural and
anthropogenic factors, reception and provision of full,
trustworthy and timely information necessary for
management and control in the sphere of protection of
environment and nature management. Environmental
Monitoring is a part of National system of
Environmental Monitoring of the Republic of Belarus. It
is conducted by the Ministry of natural resources and
protection of environment of the Republic of Belarus,
other bodies of state management in order established
by the legislation of Republic of Belarus. An
‘environmental audit' is a methodical examination that
may involve sampling, test, analyses and confirmation
of the practices and procedures of an operation.
Environmental audit verifies that these practices and
procedures comply with criteria prescribed by
legislation, internal policies or accepted industry
standards.

EIA is an important precautionary instrument of
environmental protection. It helps to prevent, reduce or
mitigate the adverse environmental effects associated
with a development project by subjecting the
development proposal to systematic, prior scrutiny
according to a set of defined minimum procedural and
material standards. EIA is a part of a number of
administrative procedures concerned with determing
whether a proposed development project is to be
permitted. EIA is used to forecast, describe and assess
the environmental effects of a development on human
beings, fauna and flora, the soil, water, air and
landscape, moreover cultural and other material assets.
As a precautionary instrument, EIA is characterized by
the integrative approach it adopts and by the principle
of early appraisal.
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Term in Definition in English

English

Environmental policy refers to the laws, regulations,
and other policy mechanisms concerning environmental
issues and sustainability. These issues generally
include air and water pollution, solid waste
management, biodiversity, ecosystem management,
maintenance of biodiversity, the protection of natural

Environmental
policy/
management
(environmental
quality target,

enwlfonmental resources, wildlife and endangered species, etc.
quality Environmental management is the management of the
standards) humankind's interaction with and impact upon the

environment. Environmental management involves the
management of all components of the bio-physical
environment, both living (biotic) and non-living (abiotic).
Environmental management standard or system or
protocol attempts to reduce environmental impact as
measured by some objective criteria.

Environmental quality targets specify or refer to certain
qualities of resources, potentials or functions defined in
material, spatial or temporal terms, which are to be
preserved or attained in specific situations. They may
be scientifically, legally or politically defined and expand
on general environmental policy and environmental
planning objectives. Derived from these targets,
environmental quality standards give specific values for
day-to- day environment policy and address certain
parameters and indicators, measuring methods and
conditions. Norms of quality of the environment are
established on the level providing the ecological
security and are applied for the estimation of the state
of the environment and rationing the permissible
influence on it.

The Law of the Republic of Belarus "On Environment
Protection" (1992) is aimed at the ensuring the legal
principles of protection of the environment, nature
management, protection and restoration of biological
variety of natural resources and objects, and directed
on provision of constitutional rights of citizens to the
environment favorable to human life and health. It
consists of 17 sections. Main of them related to the

Environmental
Protection Act
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Term in
English

Definition in English

following issues: the state management in the sphere of
environment protection; rights and duties of citizens and
public associations in the sphere of environment
protection; nature management; rationing, metrological
maintenance, standardization in the sphere of
environment protection and ecological certification;
requirements in the sphere of environment protection;
ecologically unfavorable territories; the state
supervision, etc.

Euroregions Euroregion is a form of transnational co-operation
structure between two (or more) territories located in
different European countries.

Euroregions usually do not correspond to any
legislative or governmental institution, do not have
political power and their work is limited to the
competences of the local and regional authorities which
constitute them. They are usually arranged to promote
common interests across the border and cooperate for

the common good of the border populations.

Feasibility study A feasibility study is a preliminary study undertaken
before the real work of a project starts to ascertain the
likelihood of the project's success. It is an analysis of all
possible solutions to a problem and a recommendation
on the best solution to use. It involves evaluating how

the solution will fit into the corporation.
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Term in
English

Definition in English

Functional
regions/ areas/
zoning/ zone

A part of human settlement's territory or administrative-
territorial unit or other territorial entity where specified
requirements and limitations for territory usage are
define for each function. It is done based on the
estimation of the existent type of functional use and
forecast on perspective development, requirement and
limitations. Functional regions are to be recorded in the
spatial planning cadastre.

Geographic
Information
System (GIS)

Geographic Information System (GIS) is a system for
creating, storing, analyzing and managing spatial data
and associated attributes. In the strictest sense, it is a
computer system capable of integrating, storing,
editing, analyzing, sharing, and displaying
geographically-referenced information. In a more
generic sense, GIS is a tool that allows users to create
interactive queries (user created searches), analyze the
spatial information, and edit. Geographic information
systems technology can be used for scientific
investigations, resource management, asset
management, Environmental Impact Assessment,
development planning, cartography, and route planning.

Green corridor/
wildlife corridor/
green wedges

Green wedges comprise the open areas around and
between parts of settlements, which maintain the
distinction between the countryside and built up areas,
prevent the coalescence (merging) of adjacent places
and can also provide recreational opportunities. Special
regulations of nature use are established for such
areas.
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Term in
English

Green network

Green space/
belt/ area, green
caesura

Historical and
cultural objects'
protection zone

Historical cities
and areas
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Definition in English

A green network comprises significant urban green
spaces with linking corridors. Links can be formed by
amenity space or a landscaped riverside walk, or as
little as a green verge or a line of trees. In some cases,
links may not be complete, but have potential for
completion. The principal benefit of a green network is
that it consolidates and reinforces the impression of
greenery in the town by its continuity. Green network of
human settlement includes green areas of public use
and special use, and green belt of suburbs.

A designation for land around certain cities and large
built-up areas, which aims to keep this land
permanently open or largely undeveloped. The
purposes of Green Belt are to: check the unrestricted
sprawl of large built up areas; prevent neighboring
towns from merging; safeguard the countryside from
encroachment; preserve the setting and special
character of historic towns; and assist urban
regeneration by encouraging the recycling of derelict
and other urban land. Green belt or green space are
considered as protected areas. Construction which is
not consistent with protective, sanitary and recuperative
functions of the territory is forbidden.

A complex of territories, surrounding an area where the
historical or cultural landmark is allocated, including the
room under and above the object.

Settlements of historical and archaeological importance
where significant historical-cultural build up, planning
structure or its fragments, segments of natural
landscape, archeological assets are remained. Urban
planning activity in historical cities is considered under
the special regulation in consideration of the legislation
of the Republic of Belarus. Historical cities in Belarus
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Term in
English

Historical
district

Horizons of
spatial planning
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are divided into four categories based on the value of
their historical legacy:

Category | : historical cities of worldwide importance,
the uniquene legacy of which is recognized by the world
community and requires exceptional efforts to
conserve.

Category Il : historical cities of local importance, the
legacy of which requires development of special
reconstruction projects and multifactor conservation
programs.

Category Ill : historical cities of local importance, the
legacy of which makes them stand out of the rest of the
list.

Category IV : other historical cities.

A geographically definable area with a significant
concentration of building, structures, sites, spaces or
objects unified by past events, physical development,
design, setting, materials, workmanship, sense of
cohesiveness or related historical and aesthetic
associations. The significance of a district may be
recognized through listing in a local, state or national
landmarks register and protected legally through listing
in a local, state or national landmarks register.

A period of a spatial plan validity with definition of the
first stage of realization for subsequent revision and
update. Time frameworks are set for every type of
spatial plans. On the practice the following horizons fir
planning are set up: short-term stage - 5 years;
middle-term stage - 10-15 years; long-term stage - 30
years. Period of validity for the national plan is 20
years, first stage - 5 years. Period of validity for the
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regional plan is 20 years, first stage - 7-10 years.
Period of validity for the master plan - 15-20 years,
first stage 7-10 years.

Indicators are part of an enabling process, measuring
sector-wide progress of all actors towards achieving
environmental, economic and social goals. In Belarus,
indicators which are used for the analysis of
achievements in spatial and urban planning sphere
were worked out on the base of sustainable
development indicators (Habitat indicators) and
adopted to the local conditions. They were
incorporated into the system of the state statistics.
Indicators characterize functional use of territory;
present demographic structure and employment,
population welfare; introduce access to housing,
public health; highlight provision with technical,
engineering and transport infrastructure, volumes of
construction and submit an impression about
environment in human settlements, etc.

Infrastructure, most generally, is a set of interconnected
structural elements that provide the framework
supporting an entire structure. In regard to the city it is
a system of buildings, constructions, networks and
structures non-related directly to manufacturing but
important as for the process of production as well as for
provision daily life requirements of the population.

The definitions are alike in identifying as infrastructure
such assets as roads, railways, airports, ports, power
systems, telephones, water and sewerage systems.
The broader social capital definitions also take in
housing, health and education services, and also some
other social institutions that facilitate economic and
social interaction.

A system of communications and ‘utility services’ to
provide supply and export resources needed for
population living environment (water, energy,
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electricity, etc.).

Infrastructure A system of housing and utility service facilities

(social) (housing stock, water supply system, power system,
etc.), recreation, transport and communication and
also institutions of health care, education, culture and
art, retail and communal feeding in terms of their
contribution to promote quality of life and social justice
for the population within a particular geographic area.

Infrastructure Transport infrastructure is the key element of transport

(Transport/ system. It is interrelated complex of transport

transportation) communication links, structures and facilities to
provide passenger and cargio transportation and to
assure repair, parking and technical service for means
of transport within a particular geographic area. It
includes provincial roads, railway lines, railway
systems, parking areas and sites, bridges, tunnels,
resting places, stopping places, stations, traffic control
centres, etc.

Integrated A complex of measures which organize the single

approach to structure. Integrated approach to planning requires

planning consideration of all factors affect on solution of tasks

set; impact assessment on surrounding structures; all
stakeholders involved in the process.
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Land Code of the Republic of Belarus (1999) regulates
land relations in Belarus. It governs an efficient use
and protection of land, equal development of various
patterns of ownership and land use, protection and
improvement of the environment, secure of land tenure,
etc. It consist of 15 sections. They introduce: land
categories and land tenure in the Republic of Belarus;
types of land ownership; competence of executive and
administrative bodies; rent of parcels; inheritance;
monitoring of land; state land cadastre; state control on
land use and protection; rights and duties of land
users, landowners and tenants of land plots, etc.

Pursuant to the basic targeted purpose and irrespective
of forms of ownership, all the lands in the Republic of
Belarus are subdivided into the following categories:
arable land; land of human settlements (cities, urban
and rural settlements); land of industry, transport,
communications, power engineering, defence and other
purpose; land of nature protection, recuperative,
recreational and historical-cultural purpose; land of the
forest fund; lands of the water fund; lands of the stock (
reserve). Land reserve include all land which are not
provided for possession or permanent use. They can
also count in land the right of possession and use of
which has been ceased in accordance with the
legislation. Usage of the land reserve is permitted after
its conversion to the one of the categories specified by
the Land Code.
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Land use A change in the way that land is used. According to the
change Land Code transfer of the land from one category to

another (see "land categories" ) is considered in a
case when its principal purpose of use is changed. The
reference of land to the specified categories and its
transfer from one category to another shall is performed
by the responsible state bodies according to the
legislation.

Land use plan A land use plan designates the future use of reuse of
the land within a given jurisdiction’s planning area, and
the policies and reasoning used in arriving at the
decisions in the plan. The land use plan serves as a
guide to official decisions in regard to the distribution
and intensity of private development, as well as public
decisions on the location of future public facilities and
open space. It is also a basic guide to the structuring of
zoning and subdivision controls, urban renewal, and
capital improvement programs. In Belarus land -use
plan by its meaning and function is similar to the
detailed plan.

Land use
planning/ zoning

Land-use planning is the systematic assessment of
land and water potential, alternatives for land use and
economic and social conditions in order to select and
adopt the best land-use options. Its purpose is to select
and put into practice those land uses that will best meet
the needs of the people while safeguarding resources
for the future. Zoning is a term for a system of land-use
regulation. The word is derived from the practice of
designating permitted uses of land based on mapped
zones which separate one part of a community from
another. Zoning regulations fall under the police power
rights governments may exercise over real property.
Theoretically, its primary purpose is to segregate uses
that are thought to be incompatible; in practice, zoning
is used as a permitting system to prevent new
development from harming existing residents or
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businesses. Zoning is controlled by local governments.
Zoning commonly includes regulation of the kinds of
activities which will be acceptable on particular lots
(such as open space, residential, agricultural,
commercial or industrial), the densities at which those
activities can be performed (from low-density housing
such as single family homes to high-density such as
high-rise apartment buildings), etc.

Patterns of land use arise naturally in a culture through
customs and practices, but land use may also be
formally regulated by land use planning through zoning
and planning permission laws, or by private agreements
such as restrictive covenants.

A landscape comprises the visible features of an area
of land, including physical elements such as landforms,
living elements of flora and fauna, abstract elements
such as lighting and weather conditions, and human
elements, for instance human activity or the built
environment.

A defined site placed under statutory landscape
conservation because of its diversity, distinctive
character or beauty, its scientific or historical
importance, or its particular significance in terms of
nature protection, the natural balance, or recreation. .A
territoty with valuable natural or cultural heritage, which
can be unic or typical for prticular area. Landscape
conservation areas are sites specifically designated as
having legally binding protected status. This status is
conferred when an area warrants special protection (of
nature or of the landscape) in order to maintain or
restore the efficient functioning of the natural balance or
the viable use of natural assets, or because of its
special importance for recreation. Landscape
conservation areas differ from nature protection areas
and national parks in respect of the significantly lower
level of protection they enjoy. They may also be
designated to provide protection for cultural
landscapes.
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Land-use plan/ Zoning plan - a preparatory urban land use plan drawn
map, zoning up for the entire territory under a particular local

plan authority. It shows the general framework for intended
(cooperative land uses given'the community's fo_reseeable ne_ed;.
preparatory) The administration regards the zoning plan as binding

for its own purposes and uses it to compile the local
development plan. The zoning plan is the basis for
urban development.

Limitations on territory usage for spatial planning
activity are laid down to provide protection, careful and
efficient use of territories. They are settled for the
following zones: protective zones of historical and
cultural heritage; historical-cultural reservation zones;
zones of specially protected natural territories; water
and coastal protected zones; sanitary protective zones
of water sources; zones of minerals occurrence;
territories potentially affected by emergency situations
of natural and industrial character; zones of extreme
nature-climatic conditions; other zones specified by the
legislation of the Republic of Belarus.

Limitations on
territory usage
for spatial
planning activity

Authorized state bodies responsible for spatial planning
at the regional level are Committees on architecture,
urban development and territorial planning. They
exercise supervision over on realization of the state
policy, development and implementation of the regional
policy in the sphere of spatial planning at the regional
level. They are subordinate bodies of Regional
Executive Committees - main regional authority.
Authorized state bodies responsible for spatial planning
at the local level are Committees on architecture,
urban development and land planning Minsk

Local planning
authority
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Municipality, Departments and divisions on
architecture and urban planning subordinated to
municipalities and authorities of administrative districts.
They exercise supervision over realization of the state
and regional policy at the local level and provision of
the sustainable habitat on the respective territory.

A part of the territory with the fixed border, square,
allocation, legal status and other characteristics listed
by the state land cadastre and legally registered.

Lot, plot, site

A map is a simplified depiction of a space, a
navigational aid which highlights relations between
objects within that space. Most usually a map is a two-
dimensional, geometrically accurate representation of a
three-dimensional space.

Map/ map
attached

Master Plan/ Master plan is the main spatial planning document for

Local a city or town. It is official document containing goals
municipality and objectives for future development and policies
spatial plan designed

to reach those goals and objectives. Master plan,
basing on socio-economic forecast, aims:

- to define the objectives and strategies for the city;
- to develop public service system, transport and
engineering infrastructures;

- to determinate the principles of environment and
cultural-historical heritage protection.

Master plan is developed for period 15- 20 years. It
calls for major updates every 5-7

years to review the achievements, strengths and
weaknesses.
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A typical microdistrict covered the area of 10-60
hectares (30—160 acres), up to but not exceeding 80
hectares (200 acres) in some cases, and comprised
residential dwellings (usually multi-story apartment
buildings) and public service buildings. As a general
rule, major motor roads, greenways, and natural
obstacles served as boundaries between microdistricts,
allowing an overall reduction in city road construction
and maintenance costs and emphasizing public
transportation. Major motor roads or through streets
were not to cross microdistricts' territories. The
entrances to a microdistrict's territory were to be
located no further than 300 meters (1000 feet) apart.
Standards also regulated the accessibility of the public
service buildings (excluding schools and pre-school
facilities) by imposing a 500-meter (1,500—foot) limit as
the farthest distance from any residential dwelling. One
of the city-planners' tasks was to ensure that the fewest
number of public buildings was built to cover the
microdistrict's territory in accordance with the norms.
Typical public service structures include secondary
schools, pre-school establishments (usually combined
kindergarten and nursery), grocery stores, personal
service shops, cafeterias, clubs, playgrounds, and
building maintenance offices, as well as a number of
specialized shops. The exact number of buildings of
each type depended on the distance requirement and
the microdistrict's population density and was
determined by means of certain per capita standards.

Mixed-use development refers to the practice of
containing more than one type of use in a building or
set of buildings. In zoning terms, this can mean some
combination of residential, commercial, industrial,
office, institutional, or other uses.

Migration of the population, movement of the people
that is related to change of an inhabitation and a job.
Migrations are divided into: irrevocable migration with
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final change of inhabitation; temporary migration with a
moving for long term; seasonal, pendular, internal,
external and other types of migration. The capacity to
cover distances using certain means of transport (on
foot, by bicycle, motorbike, car, public transport).
Indicators of mobility are: activities outside the home,
journey time, number of trips taken, distance covered.
These indicators have remained very constant, except
in the case of distance covered, which has risen
considerably.

Municipal
council

Representative state body located on a territory of
certain town/city. Municipal council is main link of local
authority system. Municipal council consists of deputies
elected from electorates and carries out its activity
through the sessions, presidium, permanent
commissions, executive committee of a town/city as
well as by implementations of deputies' authority
according to the legislation. Municipal council protects
state interests and the interests of the citizens who live
on a territory of a certain town/city. Municipal council is
elected by the citizens of a town/city for four years
according to the legislation. The activity of a Municipal
council is provided by local budget.

Municipality/
municipalities
(local authority)/
community/
commune/
borough

The system of local authorities that consists of regional
(oblast), district (raion), town/city, township and rural
executive committees and local administrations.
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A national park is an expansive territory that includes
specially-protected natural landscapes or their
components. Besides the main task of protecting
natural complexes, the territory is also intended for
recreational purpose. The territories of national parks,
considering their natural, scientific, recreational,
historical and cultural values, are divided into
conservation, controllable usage, recreational and
economic zones. The particularities of each zone are
qualified by National Park Regulations.

National park

National Plan of The main planning document covering the whole

Spatial territory of a state including settlement system, natural
Development complex and infrastructure. The main goals of the

NPSD are: to estimate conditions and potential for
(NPSD)

sustainable spatial development of the country; to
outline a vision and strategy of spatial development till
2015 and farther perspective; to define spatial
development strategy for regions, main urban
settlements with taking into account common
parameters, specialty and demands; to settle the order
for functional zones arrangement which is binding for
national programs and regional plans t be elaborated;
to determinate national sectoral programs and national
plan of action on sustainable and competitive
development of human settlements and territories of
Belarus. NPSD plays regulative, directive and
informative roles. Regulative role implicates a
modification of current legislation and development of
new laws; elaboration of the plan of perspective
territorial zones development, which harmonize
approaches to territorial development at the regional
level of planning; setting up regimes of economic
activity; development of the territories within zones of
special state regulation. Directive role implies an
elaboration of national plan of action (through sectoral
and cross-sectoral programs, territorial pilot-projects
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implementation) addressed to the stimulation of human
settlement and territories development. Informative role
assumes a preparation of the information about current
and perspective territorial development for investment
activity planning. This work is done on the base of
analytic data and assessment of territorial development.

According to the National Plan of the Spatial
Development the cities of National Settlement System
are established as the main centres of urbanization.
They are characterized by the highest concentration of
activity and population density, intensity of land use,
diversity of labor markets and high level of living
environment (housing, recreation, public service and
transport accessibility). The city-centre of NSS is a
capital of a state. NSS cities are classified according to
their importance, as following: urban settlements of
European importance; urban settlements of national
importance; urban settlements of regional importance;
urban settlements of local importance.

In the Republic of Belarus the term National Spatial
Planning Doctrine is interchanged with the National
Spatial Planning policy that is a system of the
documents adopted on national level and which qualify
the aims, priorities for spatial development of the state.

A natural landscape consists of interactive natural
components and is forming or was formed under the
influence of natural processes.

Natural/nature monuments are represented by unique,
non-renewable objects which are valuable in ecological,
scientific, cultural, aesthetic, historical contexts. They
are under special regimes of protection and usage.
Natural monuments includes rare and age-old trees,
valuable plants, rare geological denudations, boulders
as well as the monuments of garden and park art.
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Determines legal foundations for nature protection,
nature use, preservation and regeneration of biological
diversity, natural resources and objects. The law is
addressed to provide citizens with constitutional rights
to healthy environment. See - Environmental
Protection Act.

A system of measures

towards efficient interaction between human activity
and environment that provides the preservation,
restoration of the environment, efficient usage of
natural and regional resources to save ecological
balance and sustainable development of the
settlements. Nature protection excludes direct or
indirect harmful influence of human activity onto the
nature and human health.

Includes the territories of national parks, dendrological
parks, botanical gardens, reservations (excluding
hunting preserves), nature monuments, water
protection areas of rivers and water bodies. The activity
that contradicts the target assignment of these areas is
forbidden. To preserve the nature protection areas from
anthropogenic affect the protected zones are set and
some types of activity are limited. The usage of nature
protection area is regulated by the legislation.
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Objects of Elements of organic living environment conditionally

isolated from it to implement management towards
reformation, development, support of adequate living
environment; development of planning documentation;
carrying out of scientific research. The objects of spatial
planning include the territory of the state, region,
town/city, etc.

spatial planning

Periphery/ Includes former suburbs (rural settlements which earlier

peripheral were located at the industrial enterprises and railway

area(s) stations which were included into a town/city territory).
Peripheral area is designated for new housing,
industrial, specialized, public and other complexes
which require large regional resources.

Physical Physical planning is the control of the development of

planning territories, human settlements or regions. This defines

the aims and tools for the achievement, preparation and
approval of urban plans. Physical planning is divided
into directive and indicative planning. Directive planning
includes priority territories which have to be
accomplished foremost. Indicative planning is a
definition of stimulus and limits for development and
usage of territories and plots of land in urban plan. The
purpose of physical planning is to organize and develop
certain areas (regions) according to the elementary
facets of human existence, such as housing, work,
education, supplies, leisure and transport, so as to
ensure optimum social and economic conditions and
sustain the natural foundations of life. The focus is on
defining zone and site uses in structural plans and
related measures. Physical planning, land use planning
and territorial planning have broadly the same meaning.
They describe government action to regulate
development and land uses in pursuit of agreed
objectives. The idea of physical/land use/territorial
planning is generally what national, regional and local
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governments have in mind when they talk of spatial
planning.

There is two meanings: plan and project. Plan is certain
order, sequence of program (activity) implementation
where the aims, content, volume, methods, means and
resources, order and terms are specified. Project
consists of approved and justified parts. Requirements
of approved part are obliged to be implemented by legal
and physical entities. The structure of graphic, text and
tables of approved and justified parts for all types of
plans is specified by special standard documents.

In general usage, the term "planning" refers quite
broadly to determination of the aims and the tasks for
development of a system during certain (planned)
period, accurate calculation of required recourses and
the order of their usage for the whole period of plan
implementation, definition of actors and financial
sources.

Planning condition is set up by planning documentation
that stimulates, restricts or prohibits the placement of
the objects according to planning documentation.

Planning division is formed as hierarchical structure on
the base of existing and perspective administrative-
territorial division of the state. Includes three
hierarchical levels: local, regional, national.

Plots of a territory restricted by main streets, man-made
or natural barriers (ravines, rivers, railways) and which
are combined by unity of planning structure. The main
planning elements include residential block, group of
residential blocks, district with certain function and
particularities of spatial organization; at the regional
level -- settlement systems. There is a number of
planning elements of both conceptual and instrumental
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importance. The key planning elements are: axes,
functions of comprehensive spatial planning,
zones/land-use categories, planning targets/guide
values/target values, central-place systems.

Planning hierarchy of urban and rural settlements is
established by the National plan of spatial development.
According to the National Plan the main centres of
urbanization are the cities of National settlement
system which are divided into the cities of European
importance; cities of national importance; urban
settlements of regional importance; towns of local
importance. According to the role in settlement system,
rural settlements are divided into: basic centres of local
importance (agrotowns) and common rural settlements.
Agrotowns are the centres of rural settlement system.

Formal approval sought from a council, often granted
with conditions, allowing a proposed development to
proceed. Permission may be sought in principle through
outline planning applications, or be sought in detail
through full planning applications. This term is not used
in planning activity in the Republic of Belarus.

Planning structure is presented by linear-target
formations which include planning axes (linear
structures) and planning targets (centres or nodes).
There are structural elements of natural and man-made
(urbanized) character .Spatial structure of the Republic
of Belarus is formed by combination of urban and
green networks. Efficient spatial structure provides
sustainable functioning of the settlement system,
adjusts (smooth over) conflict between urbanization
growth and necessity to protect green network.
National Plan of Spatial Development suggests a new
paradigm of development: transition to the model of
territorial polarized development of the spatial
structure. It implies a mutual development of the
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settlement system and green network to reduce conflict
between urbanization expansion and requirements for
nature protection, to provide sustainable functioning of
green network and its components, to promote
economically efficient and territorial compact
development of the settlement system.

Schematized model of a territory that indicates the
features of mutual location of the important units of the
habitat and different types of their interaction.

Each planning level coincides to a planning unit: at the
local level it is an administrative district, at the regional
level - a region, at the national level - the territory of the
republic.

Plot of land is a part of land with set boundaries,
square, location, legal status and other features
reflected in the state land cadastre and documents of
state registration. Plot of land is the main object of real
estate. Plot of land is the object of legal regulation of
land-use.

Concentration of the population in big and large cities,
in their influence zones, along the main transport
corridors; creation of high-urbanized districts as a
counter to nature protection areas.

Spatial development model based on cities-centres
which are linked in networks and complement each
other functionally, and co-operate together. Through
this process they are likely to generate a greater ‘critical
mass' than by operating in isolation, and so increase
their overall competitiveness. Policentric development
seeks the enhancement of territorial cohesion and
addresses territorial disparities by rethinking the
allocation of development and productive resources. It
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aims to reduce the negative effects of spatial over-
concentration at any scale while tackling core-periphery
disparities. It envisages integrated economic
development inclusive of territories which current urban
organization prevents from having a stake in wider
growth and competitiveness.

A territory that temporary is reserved for building works.
On this territory, besides the building object, the
temporary utility buildings and storages for building
materials are located.

Areas of land on which certain types of usage are
prohibited or restricted in order to provide protection for
some other usage. In terms of the direction of the
protection afforded, two categories of protected areas
can be distinguished: protection areas which
themselves require protection from external sources of
nuisance or impairment, i.e. the protection of a specific
object or type of usage against adverse impacts; this
category includes nature protection areas and water
protection areas; protection areas which give rise to a
need for protection in order to prevent them being a
source of nuisance or impairment to others, i.e. to
afford protection to others against adverse impacts (or
extrusions) emanating from the site; this category
includes the noise protection areas alongside a busy
motorway or around airports.

Basically undeveloped part of a settlement isolated by
the buildings and informational signs. Open spaces
divide into urbanized, natural-urbanized and natural-
landscapes.
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The territories for business, financial and public centres,
administrative buildings, cultural, educational and
research institutions, cult objects, trade organizations,
catering, health care, social amenities and also parking.

A building assigned for social service and allocation of
administrative bodies and public organizations.

Urban planning formation with public objects
domination (management, trade, culture, leisure, etc.).
Public centre is a focus of social activity of the
population.

Public participation is a process when the opinions,
attitudes and views of individuals and groups of the
population are taken into account when the decisions
on certain problems are made.

Public Private Partnership (PPP) is a system in which a
government service or private business venture is
funded and operated through a partnership of
government and one or more private sector companies.
In some types of PPP, the government uses tax
revenue to provide capital for investment, with
operations run jointly with the private sector or under
contract. In other types (notably the Private Finance
Initiative), capital investment is made by the private
sector on the strength of a contract with government to
provide agreed services. Government contributions to a
PPP may also be in kind (notably the transfer of
existing assets). Typically, a private sector consortium
forms a special company called a "special purpose
vehicle" (SPV) to build and maintain the asset. The
consortium is usually made up of a building contractor,
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a maintenance company and a bank lender. It is the
SPV that signs the contract with the government and
with subcontractors to build the facility and then
maintain it.

Includes water supply, i.e. meeting the need for water,
with a distinction being made between drinking water
and industrial-quality (cooling) water, sewerage and
sewage treatment, the collection, removal, treatment
and storage of waste, power supply, including the
disposal of all substances created or arising during the
power generation process, telecommunications
services.

System of measures towards improvement of the
functioning and new type of exploitation of urban
formations on condition of urban, architectural,
landscape monuments revival.

These areas are consigned for recreational activity of
the population and include parks, gardens, forests
located in the region of a town/city, amenity forests,
beaches and other places. Recreational areas also can
include natural territories under special protection and
objects of nature.

The economic, social and environmental renewal and
improvement of rural and urban areas.

An area of territory which can be defined for spatial
analysis and planning purposes as distinct and
coherent. Planning regions can be administrative
following the borders of particular jurisdictions within
countries; or functional which follow the boundary o f
the issue subject to the planning process, for example,
river catchment areas and travel to work areas.

Regional council/ district (Regional Municipality) council
is representative state body located on a territory of a
certain region/district and that is main link of local
authority system. Regional/district council is elected by
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Definition in English

the citizens of certain region/district for four years.
Municipal council protects state interests and the
interests of the citizens who live on the territory of a
certain town/city. Regional/district council is responsible
for local issues taking into account state interests and
population needs. Exclusive competence of
regional/district council includes approval of the
economic and social development programs, local
budgets; establishment of local taxes and fees
according to legislation; setting the order of
management and administration of communal property;
establishment of local referendums.

Process of social and economic and (or) territorial
improvement where the objects are a region, group of
districts, etc.

Aimed at the increasing of efficiency and
competitiveness of the state economics by regional
resources usage. Contains a fully implementable
programme of action and highlights the perspectives for
joint development which exist within a region and co-
ordinate all major development schemes within the
region.

The regional economic policy aims to ensure the rise in
the people’s standard of living irrespective of the place
of residence, to raise the level of the integrated
development of production forces and competitive
capacity of the economy of the regions. Given an
overall growth in well-being of the population, a major
objective is to foster anticipatory growth of incomes and
improvement of living conditions of the residents in
those areas where these indicators are inferior to the
average ones for the whole country.

The document that determines the prospects for spatial
development of a region to provide favorable terms for
dispersal of the population, development of industry,
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efficient usage and protection of historical and cultural
values and preserving the environment.

Sphere of spatial planning activity where the methods,
devices and means are the same like in spatial
planning. But regional planning considers larger
territorial formations such as a district, region, country.
Solving of regional, state and interstate economical,
ecological and social problems is main task in regional
planning.

A strategy for long-term perspective development of a
certain region. It identifies the scale and

distribution of new housing in a region, indicates areas
for

regeneration, expansion or sub-regional planning and
specifies priorities for the environment, transport,
infrastructure, economic development, agriculture,
waste treatment and disposal, etc.

A territory where all types of activity are implemented
according to planning documentation.

Documentation that sets the requirements, general
order and terms for build-up implementation on a
territory of a settlement. Determinates the competence
for authorized state bodies and adjusts the relations of
actors which are involved into spatial planning.

Consists of territories which are assigned for residential
buildings and are allowed to locate isolated social,
cultural buildings, places of worship, daily living needs
centres, parking, objects of industry, public utilities and
storage facilities. These objects have to not require the
establishment of protecting zones and not affect the
environment (noise, vibration, magnetic fields,
contamination of soil, air and water, etc.).
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Settlements located on rural territories and do not have
status of urban settlements. Besides number of the
population, role in settlement system, time of genesis,
type of building and other common features, rural
settlements are divided into agricultural, townships
created at the industrial complexes, etc.

Geographical areas with low concentration of the
population located outside urban settlements.
Generally, they are characterized by villages, rural
settlements and agrotowns with main economic activity
agriculture, forestry, etc.

Planning of the development of particular branches of
economics. In the spatial planning context the role of
sectoral planning consists in the solving of the issues
related to location of the objects of particular branches
of economics. This is a form of planning that is carried
out within a single sector such as transport or water
management or housing, etc. The priorities are likely to
be quantitative (increase output) or qualitative (improve
the service) with less regard to issues of location and
territorial impacts, though investment decisions within
the sector will impact differentially on different places.

A form of spatial and social alliance of people. This is a
dynamic structure that provides necessary facilities for
life activity on a certain territory. Social and economic
processes which specify the social and demographic
structure of the population, employment, creation and
reconstruction of the existing environment and usage of
adjoining territories are developed within the
settlements.
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Settlement Naturally or purposefully formed network of settlements

system/ pattern/ joined by the optimization of spatial, economic and

structure social cohesion. Settlement system is spatial
distribution and arrangement of human habitations,
including rural and urban centres. In the Republic of
Belarus settlement system is represented by three
levels: national, regional and local.

Small-sized A town with a number of the population at most 20

town thousand inhabitants.

Combination of objects and services which provide
required service in the certain stage of development.
Service standard for the population (in connection to
spatial aspect) is qualified by types, content and
accessibility of objects (complexes, service centres).

Social assured
service

Spatial accessibility is determined by metric and time
indicators when moving on foot or by transport means.
Accessibility of "places of attraction” is a time that
population has to spent or a distance to get over from
the places of location (residence, enterprise) to the
"place of attraction" which is a needed point for the
population to get a job, service, amenities, cultural,
transport and social infrastructure.

Spatial
accessibility

Mutual functioning of a system of cities/regions which is
crucial to the success of spatial economics. These
cities/regions play a key role in the mobilization of
regional development potentials and in promoting
spatial economic and social cohesion within certain
state.

Spatial cohesion

Changes in the distribution of activities on a certain
territory and the linkages between them in terms of the
land-use and development. Spatial processes are of
enormous relevance to sustainable development, as
the three dimensions of sustainability (economic, social,

Spatial
development
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environmental) are closely interlinked in spatial
planning. Spatial development policy must achieve an
equal balance between spatial conditions for business,
efficient infrastructures, an economic usage of land and
the protection of natural resources, as well as social
and geographical cohesion.

A system of aimed actions which provide co-
coordinated development of urban and rural
settlements, intersettlements territories (agricultural,
recreational, nature protection areas, etc.), of public
service systems, industrial, transport and engineering
and technical infrastructure.

Method of research of the spatial planning objects by
construction and learning of spatial models of existing
and planned objects and social and economic
occurrence to specify or improve their characteristics,
rationalize the methods of their construction,
development and management, etc.

There is two meanings: plan and project. Plan is certain
order, sequence of program (activity) implementation
where the aims, content, volume, methods, means and
resources, order and terms are specified. Project
consists of approved and justified parts. Requirements
of approved part are obliged to be implemented by legal
and physical entities. The structure of graphic, text and
tables of approved and justified parts for all types of
plans is specified by special standard documents.

A scientific, legislative, design, construction and
administrative activity for environmental
accomplishment and improvement through the
development of settlement systems, location of
industry, residential buildings, service centres,
recreational zones, improvement of social, transport
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infrastructures, public utilities system taking into
account requirements for optimization of the
environment and protection of cultural and natural
heritage. Spatial planning is a form of planning which
seeks to influence the future distribution and pattern of
activities in terms of their locations. It is concerned with
a territory and place. It emphasizes land-use and
physical development and the connections between
places. Spatial planning addresses conflicts about
development and seeks to promote conditions
conducive to economic development and cohesion
while also conserving the environment. Spatial planning
operates on the presumption that the conscious
integration of (particularly public) investment in sectors
such as transport, housing, water management etc. is
likely to be more efficient and effective than
uncoordinated programs in the different sectors. Spatial
planning can make an important contribution towards
sustainable development.
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Process of spatial and urban planning governed by the
law "On Architectural, Urban Planning and Building
Activity in the Republic of Belarus" (2005). The law
prescribes the terms of reference of different levels of
governance in the sphere of spatial planning and
development. The law defines the rights and
responsibilities for the actors of architectural, urban
planning and building activity. Contains of statements
related to state regulations and management in
architectural, urban planning and building activity,
statements on spatial planning and territorial
development, zoning and building-up of territories,
spatial planning and building documentation
development, state supervision for architectural and
urban planning, state building control, customer and
developer technical control, authorial control of a
building process. The law also defines principles,
content and order for urban planning cadastre that is
main informational data base for development of the
documentation for territorial planning and management.

System of of interdependent planning documents that
determinates the directions and terms of spatial
development, intersettlements and settlements
territories usage. Spatial planning documentation is
divided into common, detailed and specialized. The
main spatial planning document at the national level is
National plan, at the regional level -- regional plan, at
the level of administrative districts -- schemes of
regional planning, at the local level -- master plans and
detailed plans.

Spatial structure refers to the physical make-up or
composition of a particular territory. It is the result of the
interplay of the entire range of factors which impact on
the conditions existing within a territory, i.e. both natural
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and administrative/political circumstances, human
activity, the presence of housing and work premises,
transport infrastructure, leisure and recreational
opportunities.

Special
Protection Areas
(SPA)

Natural complexes which mean much in ecological,
scientific, cultural, aesthetic, historical contexts and
which remain under the special regimes of protection
and usage. The lands of nature protection areas and
objects belong to nature protection type of usage.
Therefore any activity that counters their target
assignment is forbidden.

Specialized
schemes and
projects

At the national level specialized schemes and projects
are presented by schemes, forecasts and programs of:
spatial development of bordering regions;
developments of the territories along international and
main national communications; territorial development
of contaminated zones; territorial development of
special protection areas; territorial development of
energetic and communication systems, transport
communications and other features of infrastructure;
development of other territories according to the
legislation. At the local level specialized schemes and
projects are presented by detailed plans for particular
territories; plans of borders of suburban zones; plans
and schemes of social, industrial, transport, engineering
infrastructure; plans and schemes of spatial
arrangement for special protection areas; spatial
schemes of nature protection; spatial arrangement
plans for other types of territories provided by the
legislation. The customers of specialized schemes and
projects can be state and local authorities or territorial
architectural and urban planning bodies empowered by
them. Specialized schemes and projects define special
terms and requirements for comprehensive and
detailed plans.

COMMIN.org COMMIN Beélarusian Glossary page 48 of 58 pages




COMMIN.org

Term in
English

Strategic
environmental
impact
assessment/
strategic
environmental
assessment

COMMIN Beélarusian Glossary

Definition in English

Strategic environmental impact assessment/ strategic
environmental assessment includes the assessment of
plans, programs and policies. Strategic environmental
assessment can be considered as a dynamic process
where the objectives or activities are assessed and
reassessed as they are changed or adapted, including
changes resulting from environmental assessment.
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Long-term and usually no-binding spatial planning
identifying the broad patterns of spatial development in
a territorial area. It aims the improvement of the quality
of formed environment in settlements including its
functional, ecological, aesthetic elements; economic
capacity building, development of industry,
strengthening of investments; cultural and spiritual
capacity building, creation of identity and increasing of
aesthetic characteristic of each settlement;
improvement of technical infrastructure and efficiency of
transport and engineering and technical systems of
settlements; improvement of efficiency and validity of
spatial plans; increasing of sustainability of formed
living environment of the population.

A territory bordering a town/city and related to it through
the industrial, economic, social and cultural interrelation
and is limited by an influence zone of a settlement on
bordering territories. The influence zone depends on
the size of a town/city, administrative role, social and
economic potential of development. As a rule, a suburb
zone is a long-term development reserve for a
town/city. Sizes of suburban zones depend on the sizes
of a town/city, its administrative status, social and
economic potential and are in a range between 10 and
30 km.

Outrunning development of settlements in the
developed centres' influence zone.
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Sustainable Balanced development (reconstruction) of social and

(spatial) industrial spheres on the territory of a settlement that

development provides the quality of living environment beyond
irrecoverable negative impact on nature by saving the
energy, territorial resources, etc.

Territorial Territorial (administrative) division is a divide of a

territory of a state into administratively manageable
parts -- administrative-territorial units. Administrative-
territorial division is determined by political and
economical factors.

(adiminstrative)
division

Territorial Technigue or methodology that allows to predict and
Impact evaluate the spatial impacts of policies. Territorial
Assessment Impact Assessment (TIA) can be described as a tool for

assessing the impact of spatial development against
spatial policy objectives or prospects for an area.

Territories which are built up with or assigned for
residential buildings only. This term has specific
meaning on different hierarchical levels: in residential
blocks -- territories, built up with residential buildings
only; in residential districts -- territories of residential
blocks; within the residential area -- territories of
residential districts.

Territories used
for the
residential
purpose/ human
settlement

Types of authorized activity (function) which are
implemented according to planning documentation.

Territory use
(existing)

Systems of communications linking the countries and
regions of Europe. They include main railways,
highways, rivers passable for boats, gas-mains, oil
pipelines, electricity lines and telecommunications.

Trans-European
transport
corridors
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Territorial formation, emerging on a base of a large city
(or several tightly located cities) and creating powerful
urbanization zone by absorbing of neighbor
settlements, small gaps between built up territories,
high density of the population, concentration of different
industries, infrastructure, scientific and educational
institutions and density of spatial links that appears on
this base.

Urban design concerns the arrangement, appearance
and functionality of towns and cities. This embraces all
the planning procedures and measures which relate to
the organization and development of the urban
structure. Its focus is particularly on public space
including the totality of spaces that are used freely on a
day-to-day basis by the general public. This
encompasses streets and parks together with public
infrastructure and privately-owned places. It is
concerned with the way these places are experienced
and used, and so facades of buildings and other
elements that contribute to the quality of public space
are considered although the emphasis is on spaces
between buildings rather than on the buildings
themselves. Urban design considers: Structure — How
a place is put together and how its parts relate to each
other

Accessibility — Providing for ease, safety and choice
when moving to and through places

Legibility — Helping people to find their way around and
understand how a place works

Animation — Designing places to stimulate public
activity

Function and fit — Shaping places to support their varied
intended uses

Complementary mixed uses — Locating activities to
allow constructive interaction between them

Character and meaning — Recognizing and valuing the
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differences between one place and another

Order and incident — Balancing consistency and variety
in the urban environment in the interests of appreciating
both

Continuity and change — Locating people in time and
place, including respect for heritage and support for
contemporary culture

Civil society — Making places where people are free to
encounter each other as civic equals.

Planning and development of urban settlements.
Reflects activity on development of the plans, forecasts
of economic, social and ecological development of the
territory of certain city interrelated to its planning
structure.

Legal acts adopted and initiated by representative local
authorities. The acts set the rules for building-up and
requirements for territorial usage which are obligatory
for all actors of urban planning, in particular while the
objects of real estate are changed.

System of the measures on renovation of urban
complexes, buildings which were completely or partly
lost and complete or partial revival of their functions,
architectural feature, structure, engineering equipment,
external accomplishment. New construction, creation of
new accomplishment units on the territory are allowed
during regeneration but existing monuments and
fragments of buildings are required to be saved beyond
disturbance of historical methods of spatial
organization.

The urban renewal area is a single geographic area
with a single contiguous boundary where a variety of
activities and projects are contemplated to eliminate
blight and the causes of blight and intended to create
an environment in which the private sector may develop
uses compatible with the purposes of this plan.
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Urban renewal is the process of redeveloping
deteriorated sections of the city, often through
demolition and new construction. The aim of urban and
village renewal is to preserve, renew and revitalise
urban and rural settlements. Such measures strive to
improve and adjust the settlement and built structure of
all sections of the national territory, both to provide the
general population with healthy living and working
conditions and to meet changing social, hygienic,
economic and cultural requirements. They also play an
important part in improving economic and agricultural
structure, satisfying conservation requirements,
improving town- and village-scapes and the visual
appeal of the countryside, and in the protection of
historic buildings and monuments.

Urban renewal/
village renewal

Urban Cities of European importance are multifunctional cities
settlements of with developed industry, social and technical
European infrastructures and population with more than 500 000
importance inhabitants. They play an important role in the

international development: context, particularly
regarding the allocation of international trade and
innovative enterprises, as well as international financial
and high educational institutions. These cities are to
attract the organization of international conferences,
exhibitions, etc. The cities of the European importance
are elements of European planning structure.
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Urban Cities of National importance are multi-functional and

settlements of industrially developed. They are important economic

national centres where large national trade enterprises, high

importance educational institutions, unique public health service
centres, centres of culture and art, informational-
analytical and research organisations are allocated.
They have a population within 250— 500000 inhabitants.
There are actually 5 cities (centres of region) that fit into
this category Cities of Regional importance are
industrial cities functioning as the regional (secondary)
centres with population of more than 100 000
inhabitants. They take an important place in trade,
culture, education and health care for population from
urban and rural areas of the surrounding region.

Urban Cities of Regional importance are industrial cities

settlements of functioning as the regional (secondary) centres. These

regional settlements have more than 100 thousand inhabitants.

importance They play important role being the trade, cultural,

education and health services centres for the
population of urban and rural areas in the surrounding
region. The size and functions of these cities are
closely connected to density of the population,
distances from them up to other cities.
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Urban structure, multi-core urban structures can
contribute to avoid negative forms of urban sprawl.
They are more efficient, from economic, social and
environmental viewpoints, than mono-centric urban
structures. Multi-core urban structures are related to
accessibility. Rail transport favors concentration.
Accessibility only by cars favors a dispersed structure.
In line with our ongoing efforts toward multi-core urban
development and balanced growth throughout the city,
we will promote the proper allocation of urban functions
in areas identified as "urban cores," according to the
roles to be assumed by each area. Through deliberate
decentralization, we will create energetic new city
centers, each with its own identity, expertise, and
charm.

Showed up at the national and regional level during
planning of a territory. Includes urbanized axes as
transport-communicational corridors and urbanized
centres as big and large cities -- base points of a
settlement system. Multi-core urban structures can
contribute to avoid negative forms of urban sprawl.
They are more efficient, from economic, social and
environmental viewpoints, than mono-centric urban
structures. Multi-core urban structures are related to
accessibility. Railway transport favors concentration.
Accessibility only by cars favors a dispersed structure.
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Urbanization/ urban sprawl is prevalent growth of urban
settlements and urban population, concentration of
population and industry in small areas s and in the
centres of preferential development, expansion of urban
life style in all types of settlements. Urbanization is
related to the development of economic and scientific
potential, changes in the class and professional
structure of society, needs of the population and other
important issues of development. Urban sprawl is the
worsening or decline of the landscape and of eco-
systems resulting from urban development spreading
into the rural areas.

Urbanization/
urban sprawl

A territory adjoining the river-bed or water space, where
the special regime is set to prevent contamination,
depletion of water objects as well as environment and
biodiversity protection.

Water-protection
area

Include zones of disasters and ecological distress
removal; resort and recreational nature protection
areas; territories of historical, cultural and architectural
monuments; territories which are under the Ministry of
Defense control; free economic zones; territories of
prospective urban development; territories of
prospective development for engineering infrastructure
that has national and international importance. Status of
the zone of special state regulation is set according to
the legislation.

Zones of special
state regulation

Dividing of a territory into zones during physical

planning for development of territories and settlements
and qualifying the types of usage and limitations for the
specified zones. Zoning is the basic means of land-use
control employed by local governments. Zoning allows

Zoning
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a community to identify acceptable land uses, such as
residential, commercial, conservation, agricultural, and
impose land use controls that maintain the appropriate,
desired land uses. Zoning may specify the allowed uses
of land and buildings and regulate the intensity or
density of such uses, and may determine the height,
placement, and bulk of buildings.
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